Mass Deportations
Deporting all of the illegal immigrants is not feasible either financially or logistically.
Estimates vary on the number of illegal immigrants in the United States, but the number
may be around 12 million1. In 2006 the Washington, DC ‘think tank’ Center for
American Progress issued a report stating that deporting 10 million illegal immigrants
would cost $206 billion over five years ($41.2 billion annually), and could reach over
$230 billion2. This includes the increased cost of allocating more resources to tracking
down immigrants and assuming that millions more will return of their own accord when
they see the deportations occurring. In 2007 Julie L. Myers, then-chief of ICE, told a
congressional hearing that they had estimated the cost to be a (comparatively) low $94
billion3. The main divergence was the estimate on just how much it would cost to hire
personnel and pay them to rout out the immigrants. But whether the cost is $94 billion or
$230 billion, the cost would be a tremendous burden in light of the current budget deficit
of over $700 billion.4
ICE’s study also assumed that immigrants would only be detained for an average 32 days
before being deported at a cost of $97 a day5. However, these estimates are based on the
currently existing facilities. Considering that in the five year period between 2004 and
2008, fewer than 1.7 million immigration court matters were completed6, it is simply
inconceivable that the government could handle 10 million cases in five years without
building new detention centers and immigration court facilities and training new
personnel. The building of facilities and training of personnel are both tasks that will
take time and planning to complete. The massive effort involved in quintupling our
deportation system is not only a financial matter, but a logistical one.
The direct cost of tracking down and deporting illegal immigrants is not the only cost of
mass deportations. Many illegal immigrants are married to permanent residents or US
citizens and/or have US citizen children. Estimates on the number of US citizen children
of illegal immigrants are around 4 million7. What will happen to all of these children
when one or both parents is deported? Either these family members will accompany the
departing immigrants or will remain in the US possibly without the family wage-earner.
Some children may remain with a US citizen or permanent resident parent, while some
will go live with other relatives or friends of the family. Those who remain may need to
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turn to social services to make up for the loss of the immigrant’s income. Still other
families, concerned about crime rates, poverty, and the medical and educational standards
in the immigrant’s home country, may decide that leaving the US citizen children to the
foster care system in the US is the best option. If just half a million of these four million
children are placed in foster care, this would double the number of children in foster care
in the United States8, overburdening an already overburdened system and costing over $4
billion per year9. This is aside from the human cost of the family separation.
There will be many other repercussions of mass deportations. Small communities with
disproportionate numbers of illegal immigrants could be devastated.10 The number of US
citizens erroneously taken into custody by immigration officials11 may increase.
Accusations of racial profiling and other civil rights abuses12 may increase. A massive
deportation effort has the potential to increase tensions between Latino communities and
government officials.13 Children from families split up by deportations may grow up
with resentment for the government. And it is difficult to envision that violence over the
issue14 would not increase, which would generally increase political instability in the
nation. Political instability may lead to economic instability15. Should the government
decide to accept all of the financial burden and other repercussions, it would be doing so
to pursue a measure only 3 in 10 American supports16. Furthermore, if the incentive
remains that caused the immigrant to come in the first place, the immigrant may simply
re-enter following deportation.
If one accepts that mass deportations are simply not practical, then we are left with only
two remaining options: either provide a way for over 10 million illegal immigrants to
gain lawful status or continue to live with a long-term mass underclass. Obviously the
second option is simply unacceptable to Americans because we are better than that. We
are better than that, right?
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